erate, and thereafter we will counsel you, by the
grace of God, as to the most profitable course."
Up started, then, all of the young folk, at once,
and the greater part of them scorned the counsel of
the old wise men; and they raised a clamour and
said: that just as it is well to strike while the iron
is hot, so should men wreak their vengeance while
they are fresh in anger. And they all cried loudly,
"War, war!"
Upon this, one of the old wise ones arose, and with
his hand commanding silence and attention, he said:
"Masters, there is many a man to cry 'War, War!'
who yet knows but little of the meaning of it. War,
in the beginning, has so high an entrance, and so
wide, that every man may enter when he pleases,
and may find war easily. But truly, what the end of
war shall be is not so easy to know. For when a war
is once begun, many an unborn child shall die in the
womb because of the strife, or else shall be born into
sorrow and die in wretchedness. Therefore, ere any
war begins, men should take much counsel together
and act only after much deliberation."
But when this old man thought to reinforce his
words with reasons, then well-nigh all the younger
folk arose and began to heckle him and to break up
his argument, bidding him cut short his remarks.
For indeed, he that preaches to those who have ears
but hear not, makes of himself a nuisance. As Jesus
son of Sirach says: "A tale out of season is as musick
in mourning." Which is to say, it avails as much to
speak to folk to whom the speech is annoying as to
sing before one who weeps. And when this wise man
understood that he lacked an audience, he sat down
again, much confused. For Solomon says: "When
there is none will hear thee, cease to speak." "I see
well," said this wise man, "that the proverb says
truth, which runs, 'Good counsel is wanting when it
is most needed/ "
Again, Melibeus had in his council many men who
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